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Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information 
 
Thank you for your request for information received on 13 July 2016 in relation to the 
County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (Trust).  We are dealing with 
your request under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 
You requested information regarding the orthopaedic devices.  Specifically you asked 
for:  
 
I am currently researching the use of orthopedic devices in the UK. Could you 
please answer the following questions (also attached in doc) regarding 
orthopedic equipment in your Trust? 
 
1. Please enter the name of your Hospital or Trust: 
 
Answer: County Durham & Darlington Foundation Trust. 
 
2. How many hospitals does your Trust cover?  
 
Answer: 8 
 
3. How many of the hospitals you cover offer orthopedic services? 
 
Answer: 4 
 
4. How many arthroscopy fluid management systems (including pumps and 
vacuum systems for irrigation/aspiration of fluids) are installed in your Trust? 
 
Answer: 4 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

On average, what is the lifespan of an arthroscopy fluid management system? 
 
Answer: Recommended by manufacturer 10 Years 
 
What manufacturers/brands supply the arthroscopy fluid management systems 
installed in your Trust? 
 
Answer: Athrex 
 
5. How many arthroscopy visualization systems (including camera heads, light 
sources, monitors, video processors, and suction pumps) are installed in your 
Trust? 
 
Answer: 13 
 
On average, what is the lifespan of an arthroscopy visualization system? 
 
Answer: Recommended by manufacturer 10 years. 
 
What manufacturers/brands supply the arthroscopy visualization systems 
installed in your Trust? 
 
Answer:  
Stryker 
Olympus 
 
6. How many orthopedic power tool kits (large bone, small bone, or high speed 
power tool kits) are installed in your Trust? 
 
Answer: 107 power tool kits across the Trust 
 
On average, what is the lifespan of an orthopedic power tool kit? 
 
Answer: Recommended by manufacturer 10 Years 
 
What manufacturers/brands supply the orthopedic power tool kits installed in 
your Trust? 
 
Answer: Stryker 

   Desouter 
   Smith and Nephew 

              Wright Medical 
   Medtronic 
 

 
 
7. Please complete the following table with the percent of each type of power 
tool kit powered by the indicated source (each row should add to 100%): 
 



 

 

 

 Battery Powered Electrically 
Powered 

Pneumatically 
Powered 

Large Bone Kits 100   

Small Bone Kits 100   

High Speed Kits  95.5 4.5 

 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our 
disclosure log. Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity 
will be posted on the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust website. 
 
If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you 
can request a review by writing to: 
 
The Chief Executive 
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust 
Darlington Memorial Hospital 
Hollyhurst Road 
Darlington 
DL3 6HX 
 
If, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a 
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow  
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk.  
 
There is no charge for making an appeal. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Joanna Tyrrell 
Freedom of Information Officer 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/

